Introduction
The anomuran crustacean family Porcellanidae is placed in the superfamily Galatheoidea, together with the families Aeglidae, Chirostylidae, and Galatheidae (Martin & Davis 2001) . The Aeglidae occurs in freshwater environments of South America and the other three families are distributed worldwide in the oceans. Most species of Porcellanidae have been recorded from waters shallower than depths of 100 m, while the Chirostylidae and Galatheidae have been reported from the surface of the sea to depths of more than 5000 m.
Many chirostylids and galatheids have been recently recorded from New Caledonia and its adjacent waters (e.g., Baba 1979 Baba , 1991a de Saint Laurent & Macpherson 1990; Macpherson 1994) . Although numerous species of Porcellanidae have been recorded from various localities in the Indo-West Pacific region (e.g., Miyake 1942 Miyake , 1943 Haig 1964 Haig , 1966c Haig , 1981b Haig , 1983 , there are only a few reports on the porcellanids of New Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands. Bouvier (1915) was the first to mention a New Caledonian porcellanid, Petrolisthes tomentosus (Dana, 1852), in a paper dealing principally with a collection of decapod and
